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THE AMANDA PROJECT: BOOK ONE: THE INVISIBLE I by Stella Lennon

Ages 12 and up; 256 pp; Pub 10/2009

This first book in the series begins the mystery surrounding Amanda Valentinoôs 

disappearance.  Three teens ïCallie, Hal, and Niaïhave each befriended Amanda, a new 

girl at school. The three do not think that they have anything in common with one another 

until they are brought together when Amanda vanishes into thin air.  The clues Amanda 

leaves for them indicate that they must work together to find out where and who Amanda 

really is. In THE INVISIBLE I, Callie, Hal, and Nia discover how little they really know 

about Amanda Valentino, while Amanda herself appears only in flashbacks.  The proof of 

her existence is the clues that she leaves and the memories the three students have of her.

Hal, Nia, and Callie are brought together for the first time in the Vice Principalôs office, 

where they learn that someone has vandalized his car by chalking symbols all over it.  The 

Vice Principal, Mr. Thornhill, suspects that they are involved, because a similar symbol is 

painted on each of the kidsô lockers. He also tells them that Amanda has vanished, and 

demands to know where she is.  

Meanwhile Callie has her own problems. Her mother disappeared and Callieôs father has 

fallen apartðhe drinks all day and can not make the mortgage payment. When Callie gets 

home that night, she finds an envelope from Amanda under her pillow containing $2,500 in 

cash.  This is the amount that Callieôs father needs to make his mortgage payment. She and 

her father go to Amandaôs house to return the money, but when they get there they discover 

that Amanda lied about where she lived.  Callie tells Hal what she has discovered, and  he 

reveals that Amanda gave him a completely different address and family background from 

that which Amanda gave Callie.  Nia was also given a different story; Amanda re-invented 

herself anew for each friend.  

Nia hacks into the school surveillance system and retrieves video footage of Amanda 

vandalizing Mr. Thornhillôscar, and they see that she did not work alone.  There is another 

person with Amanda, dressed in an identical outfit, but they cannot tell who it is. While she 

will not answer her phone, Amanda must be somewhere close by as she is able to leave 

them clues in their homes and at the school.  They know she needs them to work as a team, 

as the clues she leaves each of them are meaningless until they are put together.  They also 

know that she wants them to search for her, as her first clue tells them to ñfollow the yellow 

brick roadò and leads them to a book in which the main character searches for a loved one.

One of the clues Amanda leaves for Callie reveals that Amanda knows a secret Callie is 

keeping for her friend, Heidi.  Heidi hit a fellow student named Bea with her car and did not 

stop to help.  Bea was gravely injured, and now has terrible burns and scars all over her 

body.  Heidi swore Callie to secrecy, but Amanda somehow found out the truth, and she 

wants Callie to make sure that Heidi gets the punishment she deserves.   Callie eventually 

does the right thing and tells Heidiôs mother the truth about the accident, and Bea is given a 

second chance when doctors mysteriously agree to donate their time to heal her. Callie 

knows that Heidiôs mom has arranged the surgery so as to protect her daughter.  Beaôs 

terrible story has a happy ending thanks to Amanda being able to convince Callie that she is 

strong enough to tell the truth.

Realizing that her old friends (including Heidi) are shallow and mean, Callie spends more 

and more time with Nia and Hal, and the three unlikely friends start a website dedicated to 

gathering information about Amandaïtheamandaproject.com.  With the site, they hope to 

reach people who might know what has happened to Amanda and why she is leaving them 

clues.  Could she be involved in the mysterious injury that has left Mr. Thornhill in a coma?  

Why is there a letter in Mr. Thornhillôsdesk from Callieôs mother, a woman who has also 

vanished leaving Callie with her alcoholic father?   Why has she brought Callie, Nia, and 

Hal together?  Amanda Valentino is trying to tell her friends something, but they have not 

yet discovered what it is she wants to say.
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HOURGLASS by Claudia Gray 

Ages 12 and up, 256 pp, Pub 2/2010 

Bianca has joined Black Cross, a worldwide organization of vampire hunters, where she learns to fight, how to track, and how to 

kill. Bianca now realizes that many vampires are more dangerous than her parents had always led her to believe, but she is 

uncomfortable with the groupôs zealotry.  Black Cross hunts all vampires, without any attempt to distinguish the good from the 

bad. She and Lucas are together, but they are keeping a huge secret: Bianca was born to two vampires, and while she is not yet a full 

vampire, she is also not entirely human.Bianca cannot maintain the anger that first led her to join Black Cross and even Lucas

begins to question his long-held beliefs.The issue comes to a head when Balthazar is captured.Although Balthazar leads a 

nonviolent life, the group intends to torture him for information about his sister Charity.Bianca and Lucas risk their own lives to set 

Balthazar free. The members of Black Cross turn on Bianca and Lucas and they barely manage to escape with their lives. 

Biancaôs health begins to fail, and she remembers her parentsô admonishment that, once she drank Lucasôs blood, she ñturned over

the hourglassò ðher body can only last so long, before she must become a vampire.But to become a vampire is to kill, and Bianca 

refuses.It becomes clear that she is dying and Lucas begs her to drink his blood and kill him. Bianca agrees to become a vampire if 

he will too. Lucas cannot bring himself to accept that, though he would sacrifice his life for her.She will not let him and Bianca 

dies.  Bianca is now a ghost, a result of the bargain her parents struck with the vampires so long ago. Bianca, confused by her new 

physical form and powers and grieving for her lost life, feels farther away from Lucas.When Balthazar appears asking for theirhelp 

to separate Charity from the evil vampires she has fallen in with, Lucas leaves immediately.  The ghosts teach Bianca to travel in her 

thoughts and she sees Lucas is in trouble. She uses her new abilities to reach him instantly, but she is too late, and he is murdered by 

Charity. Afterward, Bianca cradles Lucasôs body, mourning, until Balthazar tells her that Lucas will live againðas a vampire.

Claudia Gray is the pseudonym of New York-based writer Amy Vincent. She has worked as a lawyer, a journalist, a disc jockey and 

an extremely poor waitress. She is the author EVERNIGHT and STARGAZER, the first two titles in this series.

THE BODY FINDER by Kimberly Derting

Ages 14 and up. 336 pp, Pub 10/2009 

Violet Ambrose sense echoes left behind on murdered bodies as well as on the murderers themselves.  These echoes come in sensory

forms, like sound, sight, and taste.  With each body she finds, the echo does not stop calling to her until it is at peace.  Only her parents, 

her uncle and her best friend Jay know about her ability. She and Jay have been best friends for years, and Violet is trying to ignore 

how the girls at school have suddenly noticed how cute Jay is. They have always just been friends, but now it feels like more. 

When girls start disappearing the whole town is scared and Violet is compelled use her ability to find the killer. She decides to look in 

crowded places for the echo of the murdered girls which will be attached to the killer. Jay is against this plan, as he does notwant her to 

get hurt.  When another girl disappears a search party gathers and Violet goes to help. While looking, she hears one of the echoesð

bells chiming.  She runs towards the bells, and bumps into an officer who gives her an eerie feeling.  But she brushes it offand 

continues searching.  Finally she spots the killer with the bells imprinted on him.  She tells her uncle, who is the chief ofpolice.  The 

killer is arrested and he confesses to all murders except for the last.  Violetôs uncle suspects there is another killer, andbrings her to the 

killerôs house to see if she can sense anything.  She is watched while she suggests places to dig up; places where she feel echoes.  The 

watcher knows she is the one who led the police to the killer, he is the killerôs partner and Violet is now his next target.

He chases her when she goes running but she feels his echo, so she is able to get away.  Jay finds her just in time and reveals that he is 

love with her, and will always protect her. They go to the homecoming dance together, and when Violet goes to bathroom she is

followed. Violet recognizes the officer she ran into at the search party and he reveals that he is the partner of the first kill er.  Jay 

realizes Violet is alone, and he runs to the bathroom to save her.  There are two shots and Violet wakes to see her uncle hasshot the 

killer and the killerôs bullet grazed Jay.  Once they realize the officer was the partner of the killer, they find the fourthgirlôs body in the 

trunk of his car. Violet is safe and Jay promises to keep her that way forever. 

Kimberly Dertingis a full-time writer who lives in Washington with her husband and three children. THE BODY FINDER is her debut 

novel.

Pretty Dead by Francesca Lia Block

Ages 14 and up, 208 pp, Pub 10/2009

After the death of her twin brother Charles, grieving seventeen year old Charlotte Emerson allowed herself to be whisked off to Europe 

by the dashing William Stoneðand it was there, under the moon in Rome, that he turned her into a vampire.  Now, almost a century

later, Charlotte has left William, hating the monstrous creature she has become and she blames him for this. She lives alone in a 

sprawling mansion, and is surrounded by decadent luxury. But no one knows how incredibly lonely she is. No one knows that her

greatest desire is to become human again. After the mysterious death of her bestðand onlyðfriend Emily, Charlotte begins to notice 

unexplainable changes in herself, things she has not felt since she was alive. As she starts to fall in love with Emilyôs boyfriend, Jared, 

she feels immortality slipping away from her. Could Jared be the answer, could he have the power to give her back her life?

But then William Stone returns, and she is forced to face her past with him. Charlotte realizes that he is turning her life upside down 

again, only this time he is giving her what she wants. She has become the subject of a dark bargain that William has made, but her 

rescue comes at a terrible priceðshe is becoming human again, but William has traded her immortality for her beloved friend Emilyôs 

life, turning Emilyinto a vampire.  Thinking she has also lost Jared in this life-or-death game, Charlotte runs away to New York to 

escape William and the monster Emily has become. Jared finally finds her, and they are reunited at last, finally able to truly be 

together. 

Francesca Lia Block, winner of the prestigious Margaret A. Edwards Award, is the author of many acclaimed and bestselling books, 

including WeetzieBat, Dangerous Angels: The WeetzieBat Books, Necklace of Kisses, and Blood Roses. 
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DARK GUARDIAN by Rachel Hawthorne

Ages 14 and up; 320 pp

In the small secret village of Bleddyn lives a small group of full-blooded lycanthropes, or werewolves, called the Dark Guardians. The ability to shape-shift into a 

wolf is passed on through genes and reaches maturity the first full moon after a girl turns seventeen, and a boy turns eighteen. After the first shift, with a little 

practice, they can shift at will. The Dark Guardians are charged with protecting those who have not yet reached their maturity and to ensure the safety of the pack. 

They must be especially vigilant as they are the target of Bio-Chrome, a biotechnology company attempting to capture and study alycanthrope in order to 

discover a way to create the ability to shape-shift. 

Each book in this sexy new werewolf trilogy features a different soul mate couple.

Dark Guardian #1: Moonlight 

Pub 3/2009

Kayla has always loved the outdoors, especially the national parks. She spends her summer months camping and hiking with her adoptive family. But this 

summer, she is working as a Sherpa in a national park. Her job is to guide people through the park, help them set up camp, and prepare them for the night. It is 

there that she meets Lucas. He may be totally hot to look at, but he is so intense, and always studying her. She would much rather hang out with Mason, one of 

the campers she is escorting.  But when she is separated from the group and is confronted by a bear, she is saved by a wolf. Before running away, the wolf holds 

her gaze and Kayla could swear that she is looking into Lucasôs eyes.

Kayla begins to dream about being a wolf. She soon discovers that Mason and his father work for Bio-Chrome, and are in the park searching for shape-shifters. 

They capture the wolf that saved her, and plan to take it back to the secretive Bio-Chrome lab for study. When Kayla discovers the wolf is Lucas she realizes that 

she must save him.

Dark Guardian #2: Full Moon  

Pub 5/2009

Rafe is one of the Dark Guardians, a pack of werewolves who live deep within the state park. Yet he has never really embracedhis wolf identityðhe has never 

enjoyed the outdoors, is a klutz in the wilderness, and prefers computers and being a geek. Everything changes when he meets bright-eyed Colleen who he knows 

is his true soul mate. Rumors start to swirl that there is a traitor in the pack who is communicating with Bio-Chrome and putting the Dark Guardians in danger. 

Rafe can hardly believe it when all signs point towards Colleen being the guilty one.  He must find the traitor to save his packðand his soul mate. 

Dark Guardian #3: Dark of the Moon  

Pub 7/2009

Connor has watched for years while the other Dark Guardians have undergone their transformations into wolves. What he does not understand is why he is not 

feeling any of the inner stirrings that they have. The only stirrings that he feels are for Brittanyðhe is certain that she is his destined mate. He is devastated when 

the first full moon after his eighteenth birthday passes, and he does not transform.  He becomes desperate and contemplates offering himself up to Bio-Chrome as 

a test subject so that they can finally develop the serum that they are so urgently after.  He considers it even though it would put all the Dark Guardians in 

incredible danger.  When Bio-Chrome manages to capture some of the Dark Guardians, Connor knows he must take action.  When he isfinally able to accept that 

he does not need to be a shape-shifter to be part of the pack and to have Britannyôs love, he manages to help the others escape and finally destroy the Bio-Chrome 

lab.




